Intraoperative hemorrhage in medulloblastoma: a case report and review of the literature.
We present the first case of intraoperative hemorrhage in a medulloblastoma. A 10-year-old girl presented with a 4-week history of headache, nausea, and vomiting. Radiological examination showed a space-occupying mass in the cerebellar vermis. Surgical removal was performed via a midline suboccipital approach. When the dura was incised and the occipital sinus was ligated after suboccipital craniectomy, bleeding occurred in the tumor. Macroscopically, hematoma was found only in the left part of the tumor and not in the right part. Microscopically, different architectures of tumor vessels, thin-walled and thick-walled, were found between the left part and the right part, respectively. The tumoral contents and hematoma were totally removed. Histological examination revealed a medulloblastoma. We experienced a very rare case of medulloblastoma in which intratumoral hemorrhage occurred during operation. We speculate that ligation of the occipital sinus and thin-walled vessels within the tumor might have caused the hemorrhage in our case.